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STATE SOVEREIGNTY. 


We do not propose, in in this article, 
to discuss the question of war or peace. 
Another and a graver question seizcs 
the public mind. The people begin to 
see that in fighting for territory we are 
losing liberty: that in a struggle for 
dominion, we are allowing the vital 
principle of our Government to be 
crushed. Despotism has enthroned it- 
self in the ancient seats of American 
freedom. Our fathers formed a Gov 
ernment which was meant to be the 
servant and protector of the people, 
and not their master and destroyer. 
The battle they fought was against 
centralized despotic power. The prin- 
ciple they established was that of local 
self-government and State sovereign- 
ty—that is, ef the people’s sovereignty. 
There is no other sovereignty known 
to the Government ‘formed by our fa- 
thers but that of the people. This was 
precisely the thing they fought for— 
to establish the right of the people to 
fashion their own institutions, and to 
govern themselves by a Constitution 
and laws of their own election. The 
despotism of the British throne said : 
“We will govern you after our fashion 
—we are the masters, and you are ser- 


vants—we will dictate what is to be 
allowed, and you shall submit.” But 
our rathers put a tremendous No upon 
all that business. They said: We will 
govern ourselves: the people are the 
natural masters, and the government, 
with all its officers, is but our ser- 
vant. This right uf the people to self- 
government is inalienable and impre 
scriptible. It belongs as much to a 
people as a man’s life belongs to its 
possessor. This is the great doctrine 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
We shall not spend time to prove it, 
because it is the admitted principle on 
which this Government was founded. 
Knock this away, and the Government 
established by our fathers is at an end. 
Whether the work of destruction is 
accomplished by Jefferson.Davis or-by 
Abraham Lincoln is of no sort of con- 
sequence to us or our children. Now 
this right—this power to govern—is 
called sovereignty. It is the original 
the supreme power. In the American 
sense, sovereignty is the general will 
of the people. From its very nature, 
it is one and indivisible, and incom- 
municablé: that is, it cannot be di- 
vided and it cannot be communicated, 
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any more than a man’s will can be di- 
vided and transmitted to another. A 
man’s will may commission another to 
exercise its powers, but it cannot give 
away or transfer itself. Hence sove- 
reignty always remains with the peo- 
ple, as necessarily as the human will 
is the incommunicable property of the 
individual to whom God gave it. The 
will is the sovereignty of the man, as 
the general will of the people is the 
sovereignty of the State. This is what 
our fathers meant when they pro- 
nounced it inalienable. The sovereign 
may delegate the exercise of its pow- 
ers—that is, commission as many 
agents to act for it as it pleases ; but 
the agent, thus acting for the sove- 
reign, does not himself become sove- 
reign, any more than the man whom 


you commission to do business for you- 


becomes yourself. He acts with such 
powers as you have delegated to him, 
but never can acquire any of the sove- 
reign attributes of your own will. 

So with government : it is not, cor- 
rectly speaking, sovereign, any more 
than it is the people. Tile Govern- 
ment is but the minister or commis- 
sioner of sovereignty. Governmentis 
not an original, self-existing power ; 
‘it is an intermediate power, charged 
simply with the exercise of the people’s 
sovereign will—that is, with the exe- 
cution of the laws. All its powers 
are of the nature of a commission, 
and therefore destitute of sovereignty. 
When President Lincoln was in Con- 
gress, in 1848, he uttered the follow- 
ing truth, based upon the principle we 
are now affirming : 


“ Any le, anywhere, ha the pow- 
er, have Ie _ to rise up an shake off 
the existing ernment, and form a new 
one that suits them better.” 


Sovereignty, then, is the attribute 


dependent of every other. 
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of the people and not of the Govern- 
ment. The sovereign people of this 
country originally formed communities 
called States. So far as any other gov- 
ernmental organization was concern- 
ed, these States were independent so- 
vereign bodies, because each repre- 
sented the aggregate will of its own 
sovereign people. Each State was in- 
Massachu- 
setts was as independent of South Ca- 
rolina as South Carolina was of the 
empire of China. The sovereignty of 
each was perfect ; and as we have al- 
ready illustrated, this sovereignty was 
inalienable and incommunicable. The 
State could no more give away its so- 
vereignty than a man can give away 
his will. But the States agreed, in 
certain specified matters, to exercise 
their sovereignty jointly, which agree- 
ment formed the Union, and the Con- 
stitution was drawn as the bond be- 
tween the high contracting parties. 
The parties to this agreement were 
the States, in their independent, organ- 
ized sovereign character, and not the 
people of all the States consolidated 
into one political mass. Each State 
signed the agreement separately, and 
in its own time. Maryland was the 
first to accept the Constitution, and 
Rhode Island the last, which did not 
ratify the Constitution until two years 
after Maryland had accepted it. The 
choice of accepting or iejecting the 
Constitution was an act of sovereign- 
ty, which each State exercised for it- 
self as a free and independent sove- 
reign body. :In the original compact 
the colonies declared themselves to be 
free and independent States, with “full 
power to levy war, conclude peace, 
contract alliances, establish commerce, 
and to do all other acts and things 
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which independent States may of right 
flo.” 

The Articles of Confederation adopt- 
ed by the original Thirteen States, Nov. 
15, 1777, set forth that “each State 
retains its sovereignty, freedom and 
independence, and every power, juris- 
diction and right, which is not by this 
Confederation expressly delegated to 
the United States in Congress assem- 
bled.” This old Confederation of these 
sovereign States was declared in the 
Articles of Confederation to be a “ per- 
petual Union.” But it lasted only ten 
years, when it was dissolved, and a 
new one formed in 1787. The Con- 
gress of the Uuited States made three 
attempts tu save the old Union, by pro- 
posing amendments to the Articles of 
Confederation, in 1783, 1784, and 1786; 
but Congress could not obtain the con- 
sent of the States to these proposed 
amendments, and the Confederation 
was dissolved. In all this we sce that 
the sovereign power, to make and to 
unmake, to dissolve and to reconstruct, 
was with the States alone. 

Article 7th of the Constitution says: 
“The ratification of the Conventions of 
nine States shall be sufficient for the 
establishment of this Constitution, be- 
tween the States so ratifying the same.” 
This clause of the Constitution asserts 
the entire sovereignty of the States. 
It was for them to determine, indivi- 
dually, whether they would secede 
from the old Union and join the new 
one or not. When this question of se- 
cession and reconstruction came be- 
fore the Conventions of the States, 
each State either proposed amend- 
ments to the new Constitution, or 
named conditions as the terms of its 
acceptance. Virginia and New York 
ratified the Constitution conditionally. 
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The language of the New York Con- 
vention was : “That all power is ori- 
ginally vested in, and consequently 
derived from, the people, and that 
government is instituted by them for 
their common interest, protection and 
security. The powers of government 
may be resumed by the people when- 
soever it shall become necessary to 
their happiness.” The action of the 
Convention of the State of Virginia 
was similar. The Jack Bunsby, who 
is now President of the United States, 
told you, not long since, in some mes- 
sage or proclamation, that “ the United 
States formed the States.” The extent 
of his “wisdom in solid chunks” will 
fully appear in the history we are now 
rehearsing. 

The State of Rhode Island refused 
to send a delegate to the general Con- 
stitutional Convention, and she was 
never represented in that body; nor 
did she become a member of the Union 
until more than a year after Washing- 
ton’s inauguration. And when she 
did come in, shé came with similar sti- 
pulations to those of New York. 
Washington had been inaugurated 
more than six months before North 
Carolina gave her assent to the Con- 
stitution, and became a member of the 
Union. By the Congressional Act of 
July 31st, 1789, impost duties were 
collected of Rhode Island and North 
Carolina as foreign States, and all im- 
ports from them were made subject to 
like duties as from foreign countries. 

When the Convention of Massachu- 
setts ratified the Constitution it pro- 
posed several amendments to it, in or- 
der to remove certain objections which 
some of “ the sovereign States” had to 
adopting it. But we have not time to 
dwell longer on the subject. We have 
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only to reflect that the formation of the 
Federal Union was the voluntary act 
of sovereign and independent States. 
The Federal Government is not there- 
fore a sovereign, but a dependent body. 
Its powers are not original, but de- 
rived. The States made it. All its 
powers are only delegated. In the Fe- 
deral Constitution they are called “ de- 
legated powers.” Delegated powers 
are not sovereign powers. By dele- 
gating the exercise of certain of their 
powers to the Federal Government, the 
States surrendered no iota of their sov- 
ereignty. A sovereign power can de- 
- legate the exercise of its power to as 
many agents as it pleases, and: be none 
the less sovereign itself. The exercise 
of sovereign powers does not consti- 
tute the agent a sovereign. From the 
fact that the Federal Government ex- 
ercises certain sovereign powers dele- 


gated to it by the joint sovereignty of 
the States, it no more becomes a sove- 
reign, body than the agents of the 
Rothschilds in New York becomes him- 


self the Rothschilds. The Rothschilds 
can at any moment recall the powers 
of their agent. So can the sovereign 
States recall the powers which they 
jointly delegated to the Federal Gov- 
ernment. They would not be sove- 
reign if they could not. Article fifth 
of the Constitution provides for a Con- 
vention which would have competent 
powers to so amend thé Constitution 
as to return to the States the powers 
delegated to the United States. The 
formation of the Federal Government 
was simply an agreement between the 
original thirteen States that they would 
in certain matters exercise their sove- 
reign powers jointly. The Federal 
Government is therefore but the com- 
mon agent of all the States. When, 
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for instance, New York, by ratifying 
the Constitution, agreed that the Fede- 


_ral Government—as the agent of all 


the States—should have power to ob- 
tain money, regulate commerce, &Xc.. 
she only agreed to exercise her sove- 
reign powers in these matters jointly 
with the other States, which were part- 
ners to the agreement. She surren- 
dered no sovereignty, but agreed to 
exercise that sovereignty jointly with 
the rest for specified purposes. 

The Federal Government is there- 
fore a government without dovereign- 
ty and without a people. It is the 
creature of the sovereign States, and 
little more than the general agent of 
the State Governments. Said Mr. Ma 
dison—“ Who are the parties to the. 
Government? The people, but not 
‘the people as composing one great 
body ; but the people as composing 
thirteen sovereignties.” The Federal 
Government is a Government of States, 
and not of the people as a consolida- 
ted national body. The President is 
elected not by a majority of the whole 
people, but by a majority of the States. 
There was a majority of over one mil- 
lion of the people’s votes against Mr. 
Lincoln ; but a majority of the States 
was for him. So the office of Presi- 
dent represents the State Governments. 
The Senate of the United States is not 
elected by the people as one body, but 
by the State Legislature. So of all 
the officers of the Federal Government 
—they represent and are dependent 
upon the Governments of the States. 
All their powers are derived from the 
sovereign State Governments. If a 
majority of the States should refuse 
to choose Presidential electors, or to 
elect United States Senators, the Fed- 
eral Government would cease to have 
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any legal existence. We hear of late 
a great deal of talk about the Ameri- 
can Nation. But there is no such body 
politic as the American Nation. It is 
the United , States. The preamble to 
the Constitution does not say, “ We, 
the people of America,” but “‘ We, the 
people of the United States.” The su- 
preme, the sovereign power, is all with 
the States. The Constitution provides 
that two-thirds of the States can call a 
Convention—not two-thirds of the peo- 
ple. Three-fourths of the States can al- 
ver the Constitution—not three-fourths 
of the people. Sovereignty is alone 


with the people of the States. Mr. Ma- 
dison, the father of the Constitution, 
said—“ The States, then, being the 
parties to the Constitutional Compact, 
and in theia sovereign capacity, it fol- 
lows of necessity that there can be no 
tribunal above their authority.” 


Mr. 
Hamilton, in the New York Constitu- 
tional Convention said, ‘‘ The States 
can never lose their powers till the 
whole people of America are robbed of 
their liberties. These must go toge- 
ther ; they must support each other, 
or meet a common fate.” And when 
we see the Federal Government at- 
tempting to subvert, or override the 
governments of the States, we may be 
sure that it is the liberty of the people 
that the usurpers are driving at. Let 
us repeat, that sovereignty is as much 
the property of the States which form- 
ed the Union, as the will is the prop- 
erty of the man to whom God gave it. 
To. deny the sovereignty of the States, 
is to strike down the whole theory of 
government established by our fathers. 
It was by an act of sovereignty that 
the States formed the Federal Govern- 
ment. If they had sovereign power 
to form the Government, they could be 
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no less sovereign after the Government 
was formed. The Government is the 
creature of their sovereignty. And, 
as we have seen, this sovereignty is, 
in the nature of things, inalienable and 
incommunicable. It may delegate its 
powers, but it can never lose itself, 
any more than a man can lose his will, 
or transfer it to another. 

The Constitutions of the States are 
based upon the assumption of State 
sovereignty. For instance, the Con- 
stitution of Massachusetts affirms that: 

*-The people of this Commonwealh have 
the sole and exclusive right of governmg them- 
selves, a3 a free, SOVEN EIGN and INDE- 
PENDENT State / and do, and forever hereaf- 
ter shall, exercise and enjoy every power, ju- 
risdiction and right, which is not, or may not 


hereafter be by them EXPRESSLY delegated 
to the United States.” 


You will notice that the State claims 
that the powers it bestowed upon the 
United States were not given away— 
not surrendered—but ‘‘ delegated.” A 
delegated power is still the property 
of the grantor. The State of Massa- 
chusetts has always practically acted 
upon the principle that it has not sur- 
rendered its sovereignty. Four sepa- 
rate times it has threatened to resume 
the powers it delegated to the Federal 
Government, and cach time took pre- 
liminary legislative steps to withdraw 
from the Union. 

It is a remarkable fact that the lead- 
ing statesmen of Massachusetts have 
ever affirmed the most ultra doctrines 
of State sovereignty. Josiah Quincy, 
when in 1811, a bill was before Con- 
gress to enable the people of New Or- 
leans Territory to form a State Gov- 
ernment, said—‘ Il am compelled to de- 
clare it as my deliberate opinion that 
if this bill passes, the bonds of this 
Union are virtually dissolved; that the 
States which compose it are free from 


t 
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their moral obligations, and that as it 
will be the right of all, so it will be 
the duty of some, to prepare definitely 
for a separation—amicably if they can 
—violently if they must.” 

Mr. Poindexter called Mr. Quincy to 
order for uttering this language, and 
the Speaker pronounced Mr. Quincy 
not in order. From this decision Mr, 
Quincy appealed to the House, which 
reversed the decision of the Speaker, 
and pronounced the language to be in 
order. We quote this to show to what 
extent the extreme ‘doctrines of State 
sovereignty prevailed among the lead- 
ing statesmen in the early days of the 
Republic. In 1839, ex-President Ad- 
ams, in an address before the Histori- 
cal Society of New York, on the occa- 
sion of a Constitutional jubilee, said : 

‘¢ We may admit the same right as vested 
in the people of every State in the Union, in 
reference to the General Government, which 
was exercised by the people of the United 
Colonies, with reference to the supreme head 
of the British empire, of which they formed 
@ part, and under these limitations have the 
people of cach State in the Union a right to 
secede from the Confederated Union itself.” 

This is pretty strong State sovereign- 
ty. In°1842 Mr. Adams presented in 
Congress a petition from the citizens 
of Massachusetts to dissolve the Union, 
Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, immediate- 
ly offered a resolution to expel Mr. 
Adams. Mr. Adams replied by asking 
the Clerk to 


“ Read the first paragraph of the Declaration 
of Independence—(raising his voice)—THE 
HIRST PARAGRAPH OF THE DecuaRratrIon or In- 
DEPENDENCE — (raising his voice still higher) 
—THE FIRST PARAGRAPH OF THE DECLARATION 
or INDEPENDENCE.” 


After the Clerk had read to the sen- 
tence which declares, “ the right and 
duty to throw off such government,” 
Mr. Adams said— 


“Right and duty to alter and abolish it, 
Now, sir, if there is a principle sacred on 
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earth, and established by the instrument just 
read, it is the right of the people to alter, to 
change, to destroy the Government if 1t be- 
comes oppressive to them.” 

Edward Everett, who was then in 
Congress, made a speech, in which he, 
in the strongest language, endorsed 
the position of Mr. Adams. 

It would be easy to quote from Mr. 
Seward, and from a majority of the 
leading Republican politicians of the 
present day, language equally affirma- 
tory of State soyereignty. They have 
all changed front within two years. 
The sentiments we have presented on 
State sovereignty are those which our 
fathers proclaimed when they founded 
the Government. In past days they 
have been asserted by “the leading 
statesmen of the land,” of all parties. 
But now we have a party in power 
which has turned the Government up- 
side down, and turned reason and truth 
inside out. The Federal Government, 
instead of being the servant of the 
people, and the agent of the joint sov- 
ereignty of the States, proclaims itself 
their keeper and master. The Repub- 
lic is, pro tempore, at an end. A buf- 
foon is king ; and swarms of furious 
ignoramuses, in gilded shoulder-straps, 
are ministers of justice. The Consti- 
tution is torn to pieces by such knaves 
as a Butler, or such fools as a Burn- 
side. A distinguished politician said 
some months ago that the people were 
obliged to lie to keep out of prison. 
Though it rain Butlers and Burnsides 
and Bastiles as thick as flies in the 
summer shambles, let us not lie to stop 
the filthy shower. By the love we bear 
our country, by the patriotic hope of 
some day witnessing a restored Union, 
by the sacred memories of the great 
and pure men of the ‘Revolution, we 
will not say that despotism is liberty, 
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or that destroying the Constitution is 
preserving the Government. Let us 
- leave that folly to the impudent con- 
spirators and traitors who teach that 
the nation’s life consists in its territo- 
rial disunion. The nation’s life con- 
sists in liberty—in the preservation of 
the institutions established and pro- 
tected by Constitutional law, and not 
in the number of square acres we hold. 
Let us rather live in a country no big- 
ger than a single county of the State 
of New York, and be free—as we were 
before the reign. of Lincoln—than to 
exist in a land as large as the United 
States, with the empire of China an- 
nexed, and witness such despotism as 
the western States of this Union are 
suffering to-day. If an upstart imbe- 
cile, in military gear, like Burnside, 
may seize a civilian and a patriot like 
Valandigham, and try him and sen- 


tence him, by the satraps and vaga- 
bonds of his own appointment, then 
indeed the Government of the United 
States is destroyed. Then there is an 
end of the Government that was form- 


ed by our fathers. Then there is no- 
thing left for us to do, but to strike 
for liberty, as our fathers struck be- 
fore us. If the Federal Administra- 
tion is determined to subjugate its mas- 
ters, the sovereign States, then the 
people of every State must do their 
share of the glorious work of defend- 
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ing their altars and their freedom. 
But we are told that Mr. Lincoln is 
crushing out rebellion in the South. 
Mr. Lincoln has no right to crush out 
a so-called rebellion in the South in- 
such a manner or by such agencies as 
to crush out freedom in the North. 
The Constitution and the laws are the 
only powers he can employ without 
subjecting himself to the just penalty 
of a felon’s death. If he uses the mil- 
itary to crush the civil powers—if by 
force of arms he suspends the Consti- 
tution and the laws, he is guilty of the 
crime of high treason. For this crime 
Mr. Lincoln, and his confederates in 
guilt, will surely one day be tried. If 
found guilty, they will be condemned 
to hang by the neck until they are 
dead. And may God have mercy on 
their souls. 

The Statute of the State of New York 
declares that : 


** Tt shall be the puty of the Governor and of 
all the subordinate officers of the Stale to main- 
tain and defend its sovereignty and jurisdie 
tion.” 


If that “ sovereignty and jurisdiction” 
are violated by Abraham Lincoln, it is 
just as much the duty of the Governor 
to take all necessary measures for his 
arrest and punishment, as he would to 
arrest and restrain any other vaga- 
bond who should attempt to violate 
the sovercingty and laws o£ the State. 
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Never before, we think, was there 
se much bewildering nonsense uttered 
about any one thing in this world, as 
is now daily put forth in writing and 
talking, and spouting about the words 
loyal and disloyal. Small boys, who 
think they are men because they can 
smoke and swear, will tell you who is 
loyal and who disloyal with as easy an 
impudence, and with as small an out- 
lay of brains as the ass in the fable 
used in criticizing the conduct of the 
lion. This word loyal is a very simple 
affair. It is a French word from li, 
which signifies the law. To be loyal, is 
simply to abide by the law.. A loyal 
man is one who is attached to the laws 
—who faithfully acts according to the 
Constitution and laws of his country. 
_ This gives you at once the measure of 


loyalty and disloyalty. All those who 
‘honestly and faithfully adhere to the 
Constitution and laws are loyal; and 
all who, from whatever pretense, dis- 
regard the Constitution and laws are 


disloyal. Whether the man’s name.is 
“ Jerr” or “ Ang,” if he disregards the 
Constitution and laws of his country, 
he is disloyal, and, instead of being 
praised by his stupid followers as a pa- 
triot, ought to be punished as a felon. 
Whether he is a president or a fish- 
monger he falls within the rule. A pre- 
sident has no more right to transcend 
the law than a fishmonger has. Both 
are bound to act within the limits of 
the law—with this difference, that the 
President has to take an extra oath 
that he will be faithful to the Consti- 
tution and the laws. On an unfaithful 
President, therefore, there is an extra 
weight of perjury and felony for dis- 
regarding the law, or being disloyal. 


He has been faithless to higher pledges ° 
and more sacred trusts. Such is the 
law and the fact; and all the spouting, 
and twisting, and turning, and lying, 
can make it no otherwise. But, ex- 
claims some moon-eyed philosopher, 
must not the President put down re- 
bellion? The laws must put down re- 
bellion, and the President is no more 
than the agent, pro tempore, for direct- 
ing their administration. Rebellion 
must be put down ; but it must be put 
down according to law, and by nothing 
else, or the strife is simply that of one 
disloyalty pitched against another. 
When the judge leaves his bench, and 
rushes down at the culprit, exclaim- 
ing, “I declare the laws to be wncompe- 
tent to punish this scoundrel, and so I 
will take the matter into my own hands!” 
you have something to match the folly 
and crime of a President and a Con- 
gress who proclaim their determina- 
tion to suppress rebellion by unlawful 
means. Then your President and Con- 
gress rush into the ring on even terms 
with rebellion, to fight it out, like two 
lawless puglists contending for the na- 
tional belt. Now that is the bad sight 
we shall see—two noted pugilists en- 
tering the ring, and falling to fisticuf- 
fing after a fashion that is a confessed 
violation of the laws, and thérefore 
sinks the whole affair into a common 
level of disloyalty and blood. “ But 
Jeff gave the challege and drew the 
first blood.” Then. he proved himself 
to be a disloyal villain. But was that 
a good reason why we should accept 
the challenge on illegal grounds, and 
rush into the disloyal ring? For 
“ Jeff’s” disloyalty, he should have 
becn met by the whole force of the Con 
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stitution and law: neither the President 
nor Congress, nor any other power, 
had a right.to go beyond that. If the 
challenge was an act of disloyalty, 
is not the accepting of it, on a field of 
violated law, also an act of disloyalty? 
Has Abraham Lincoln and Congress 
any more right to violate the law, in 
punishing rebellion, than Jeff Davis 
has to violate the law in starting the 
rebellion? Broken law is broken law, 
whatever party may be guilty of the 
disloyalty. But we are told that “ the 
Constitution is suspended.” Who sus- 
pended it? Who had a right to sus- 
pend it? To suspend the Constitution 
of our country by force of arms is, it- 
self an act of treason, usurpation, and 
rebellion—is a felon’s deed, and de- 

serves a felon’s doom. If, the Consti- 
- tution is suspended, what are Abraham 
Lincoln and his Cabinet, and that ne- 
gro-spouting Congress doing there in 
Washington? If the Constitution is 
suspended, they have no more business 
there than any other equal number of 
crazy men and vagabonds. If the Con- 
stitution is suspended, all their acts is 
without the authority of law, and are 
no more binding upon the people than 
the edicts of a political caucus. If 
the Constitution is suspended, the tax 
bill is a farce, and the people will be 
under no legal obligation to respect it. 
O, ye wretched dolts! keep on telling 
the people that the Constitution is sus- 
pended, and how long, think ye, it may 
be before they take it into their heads 
to suspend you and your tax-gather- 
ers? If the Constitution is’ suspend- 
ed, the United States have ceased to 
have any legal existence, and the State 
Governments would then' be the only 
legal authorities in this land. Sus- 
pend the Constitution, and, in an in- 
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stant the aforesaid fishmonger and his 
second cousin, the clam-crier, will be- 
come the equals of Abraham Lincoln 
in authority—with this single acci- 
dental difference, that the one may 
have an army at his back, and the oth- 
ers not. But there is this about it :— 
if the Constitution is suspended, the 
army has no legal existence, and: it 
would be under no more obligation to 
obey Mr. Lincoln, than it would be to 
follow the fortunes of the traitor Jeff 
Davis. Such is the jumble of absurdi- 
ty and nonsense we get into by pro- 
claiming the Constitution suspended. 
No: rather let us declare at once that 
any man who dares to suspend the Con- 
stitution, must himself be suspended, 
and that directly, unless he give up 
his disloyal business. If we are men, 
let us show the courage of men, and 
speak out. If there is yet left a drop 
of patriot blood in our veins, let our 
souls stand bravely up in our own de- 
fiant bones and muscles, and proclaim 
it aloud, rightin the face and eyes both 
of rebellion and usurpation, that the 
Constitution is nor suspended, and ne- 
ver shall be, while we’ve a hand to 
strike in its defense! It cannot be 
suspended, except by the same author- 
ity of the States which created it. Mr 
Lincoln has no more right to violate 
one of its least provisions, than the 
hostler in the stable of the White 
House has. He has taken a solemn 
oath to support the Constitution, each 
and every part of it; and any effort 
on his part to violate one sf its sacred 
provisions would only make him a eri- 
minal, while that immortal instrument 
would still stand “ the supreme law of 
the land,” or the whole legal being of 
the Republic would tumble. This is 
the ground we stand upon. The Con- 
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stitution, the whole Constitution, and 
all the laws resting upon its firm foun- 
dation, must be supported, defended, 
and obeyed—obeyed, not in the South 
only, but in the North also; not by the 
people of one section, but of every sec- 
tion ; not only by Jeff Davis, but by 
Abraham Lincoln, and by all the fu- 
rious embeciles of Congress, who have 
been working to overthrow our Gov- 
ernment, To support the Constitution 
and the laws is the true loyalty. To 
violate these, is the real disloyalty. If 
the Constitution-defying and law-des- 
pising party in power is not disloyal, 
then the word has no meaning. And 
to say that those who are pleading for 
the Constitution and laws are not the 
true loyal people, is to be a fool, and 
not to know our own language. Mr, 
Lincola does nut blush to own that he 
has violated the Constitution, and done 


deeds without the warrant of law; and 
the party in power puts in the plea for 
him that the Constitution and laws of 
our country are defective, and unequal 


to the crisis. Therefore Mr. Lincoln 
sets up his will, as above the Consti- 
tution and laws he has sworn to obey. 
In one word, he virtually proclaims 
himself dictator; and, seeing that his 
entire party press justifies his usurpa- 
tion, he has lately, we are toid by his 
organs, assumed personal direction of 
the departments of the army and navy, 
as if ambitious to play, as nearly as 
possible, the role of the old Jmperators 
of Rome, who, by precisely the same 
steps, destroyed the Republic, and es- 
tablished the Empire upon its ruins. 
The tyrants in old Rome said it was 
necessary for them to assume extraor- 
dinary powers, because the laws were 
incompetent ; and the deluded people 
permitted this, impudent assumption 
until it was to late for them to regain 
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their lost liberties. It is only a few 
months since a Senator of the United 
States stood up in his place in the Ca- 
pitol of our Republic, and declared 
that he “ was willing to make Abraham 
Lincoln dictator for the time.” What 
a delusion! Admit a dictator for a 
year—admit him for a day—nay, ad- 
mit him long enough to drive a nail in 
the capitol, and you have conceded the 
principle. Consign the liberties of the 
people to one man for an hour, and why 
not for a year ?—for a year, and why 
not for life? Once, during the hard- 
est period of our revolutionary strug- 
gle, when the British army was devas- 
tating the State of Virginia, some par- 
ties in the Legislature, moved by weak 
fear and blind cowardice, proposed to 
make Patrick Henry temporary dicta- 
tor. At the sound of these words, a 
noble-minded Virginian sprang to his 
feet, and exclaimed, “Though I am the 
friend of Patrick Henry, the day you 
place your dictatorial crown upon his 
brow, that same day I’ll plant my dag- 
ger in his heart!” This bold step 
brought the deluded cowards to their 
senses ; and from that day such words 
of delusion and folly have never been 
repeated within the boundaries of this 
Republic until the accession of the pre- 
sent party to power. Since the foun- 
dation of the Government, the name 
of dictator, of military governor, of 
martial law, has been a sound as fo- 
reign to these shores as that of usurp- 
er, imperator, or tyrant. Never, since 
the stars shone above our fair fields, 
were these names heard until now. 
Alas! my countrymen, what millions 
of gloomy miles have we run back in 
a single year! Over what precipices 
and into what gulfs have we plunged 
in a single year! While the thunders 
of ungodly rebellion are rattling and 
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hissing at one end of the Union, a con- 
tumacious disregard of Constitutional 
and statute law is breaking up the 
very foundations of our Government 
at the other. In the whirl of rebellion 
at one end, and of usurpation at the 
other, the land of our fathers seems to 
be going down, and utterly sinking in 
an ocean of blood. My God! with 
what fearful, bewildering velocity we 
fall! Never before, I think, since the 
Judean herd, suddenly filled with de- 
vils, rushed down the steep places into 
the sea of Gallilee, and were drowned, 
was there such another sight to be- 
hold! Then there is this further bru. 
tish stupidity—that the only men in 
our land who are honestly and earnest- 
ly working to preserve our Constitu- 
tion and laws, are denounced as dis- 
loyal, while those who are subverting 
both are pronounced loyal. In the mad 
jumble of human nonsense, loyalty and 
disloyalty have changed places. To ask 
that the Constitution and laws shall 
be respected, is to sympathize with re- 
bellion—so we are told; and, further, 
subjects every true patriot to threats 
of hanging, o- being dragged off to 
military dungeons, to be subjected to 
treatment which sends the stoutest and 
bravest men to the grave in a few 
months! Alas! into what a swinish 
gulf are we fallen, when such men as 
Sumner and Wade are called “ pa- 
triots ;’ while those who love their 
country, and would willingly die to 
save it, are denounced as “ traitors !” 
O, reason! 0, shame! where have you 
hidden yourselves, when these. loud- 
hraying foes of the Constitution, who 
have for a quarter of a century de- 
nounced our nation’s flag as a “ flaunt- 
ing lie” and a “ polluted rag,” are al- 
lowed to elevate their treason into pa- 
triotism, and to glorify their malig- 
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nant hatred of the Constitution into a 
blow for the Union! Shall I be told 
that I sympatize with the accursed fol. 
ly and crime of southern rebellion, be- 
cause I cannot sit still in cowardly si- 
lence, and see the party in power 
trampling the Constitution under foot, 
and pulling down the whole temple of 
our liberty and laws over our heads? 
Who are they that run up and down, 
hissing and sneering and braying about 
disloyalty? Why, the infamous in- 
dorsers of the treasonous “ Helper 
Book,” which declares : 

That “henceforth we will have no 
union with slaveholders.” 

That “we are wedded to one pur- 
pose, from which no earthly power can 
ever divorce us. We are determined 
to abolish slavery at all hazards.” 

That “against slaveholders as a 
body we wage an exterminating war.” 

That “slaveholders must emancipate 
their negroes, or we will emancipate 
them for you.” 

That “ it is a solemn duty to abolish 
slavery in the South, or die in the at- 
tempt.” 

That “ The present is the time to try 
the strength of arms—now is the time 
to strike.” 

That “‘ we are not only in favor of 
keeping slavery out of the territories, 
but, carrying our opposition to the in- 
stitution a step further, we here unhe- 
sitatingly declare ourself in favor of 
its immediate and unconditional aboli- 
tion in every-State in this confederacy 
where it now exists.” 

That “in this extraordinary crisis 
of affairs no man can be a true patriot 
without becoming an Abolitionist. <A 
Free-soiler is only a tad-pole in an ad- 
vanced state of transformation; an 
Abolitiouist is the full and perfectly- 
developed frog.” 
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This book was called the “ Impend- 
ing Crisis” —meaning the coming doom 
of the South. It was the text-book of 
the Lincoln campaign. Sixty three 
Republican members of Congress sub- 
scribed a hundred dollars a piece to 
circulate gratuitously a hundred thou- 
sand copies of the work. Besides 
these Congressional assassins of Con- 
stitutional rights and the Union, the 
leading members of the Republican 
party all over the country were also 
subscribers. In the black list of con- 
spirators we find the names of Gov. 
Morgan, Horace Greeley, Wm. Cullen 
Bryant; Thurlow Weed, and William 
H. Seward. The last-named patriot / 
gave it the following particular en- 
dorsement ; 

“ Avsurn, June 28, 1857. 

«Gentlemen :—I‘have received from you a 
copy of your recent publication, entitled 
“The Impeding Crisis of the South,” and 
have read it with deep attention. 

** Tt seems tome awork of great merit, yet 
accurate in stalistical information, and logical 
in analysis. I do not doubt that it wilt exert a 
great influence on the public mind in favor of the 
cause of truth and and justice, 

**‘T am, gentlemen, 
“Very respectfully, 


*¢ Your obedient servant, 
‘¢WriaMm H, Szwarp, 


*¢ Messrs. Burdick Brothers, New York.” 

This seditious, disunion book was 
not only the text-book of the Lincoln 
campaign, but, after his election, a new 
subscription was made by the leading 
members of his party, for the purpose 
of reducing the retail price of the work 
from 25 to 10 cents, so that it might 
“obtain universal circulation.” The 
author of this plea against the Consti- 
tuticn and laws of our country was 
rewarded with a consulate by Mr. Lin- 
coln, and nearly every one who de- 
voted his time to circulating its disu- 
nion poison has been rewarded with a 
similar post of honor and profit by the 
President. This, then, is the style of 
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traitors who are spouting and braying 
around about the “disloyalty” of all 
the God-fearing and Constitution-lov- 
ing men who are working to save our 
beloved country from the doom of ut- 
ter destruction. These “ loyal” howl- 
ers are the same who lately ‘showed 
their teeth, and snarled at us as ‘“Union- 
savers”—the same who, in the Fre- 
mont campaign, marched up and down 
throughout the North, shouting and 
screaming, and singing, with only six- 
teen stars on their banners, as if in de- 
fiant proclamation that only the North- 
ern States were entitled to a place on 
the flag of our Union—the same who, 
in the Lincoln campaign, took the name 
of “ Wide-awakes,” indicating that 
they were on the look out for Helper’s 
“ Tmpending Crisis” of “a war against 
slaveholders,” arrayed themselves ina 
sort of military uniform, marched and 
countermarched before the people in 
martial columns and sections, used mil- 
itary phrases in all their calls for pri- 
vate meetings and public demonstra- 
tions, and spouted and shouted, and > 
raved against “the slaveholders,” un- 
til the South was frightened at once 
out of its senses and loyalty. This is 
how the thing came to pass. And 
these same seditious spouters and mil- 
itary marchers who frightened the en- 
raged and foolish South into rebellion 
against the Government, because it 
had fallen into such hands, are now 
splitting their seditious throats in 
screaming “loyalty” over the wreck 
they have made, in imitation of the 
cunning thief, who cried out, with all 
his might, to “stop thief!” in order to 
draw off attention from himself. But 
let the eyes of the people be kept stea- 
dily upon the traitors who have 
wrought all this mischief. Let them 
not skulk out of sight under the cry of 
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“disloyalty !” which they set up 
against all who are honestly endeay- 
oring to preserve the Constitution and 
ilaws, and to save the Union from the 
doom that threatens it. The latest de- 
vice of these enemies of the Constitu- 
tion is to persuade the people that 
“the restoration of the Union, under 
the old Constitution, is neither possible 
nor desirable.” Such is the language 
they use. Believe them not! As a 
good child will never forsake the bed- 


side of his sick parent, nor give up. 


hope so long as life remains, so the 
good and loyal citizen will never de- 
sert his country in the day of its trial, 
nor despair of saving it while he has 
a heart to pray, or a hand to strike in 
its defense. Let us rather say, As God 
will help us, the Union must and shall be 
restored !—restored to its old founda- 
tions of justice, equality, and the rights 
ot States—of liberty, freedom of speech 
and of the press, and all the sacred 
old guarantees of Constitutional and 
State laws! Let us swear the oath of 
liberty, that we will prefer death in 
defense of these, sooner than meanly 
purchase life by their loss ! 

And as for the Southern rebellion, 
we have to say, that the Constitution 
must and shall be enforced, until the 
laws of the Union are acknowledged 
over every inch of its territory; but we 
will also have the olive branch—offers 
of peace, justice, equality, and protec- 
tion to property and life, All the un- 
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constitutional acts of the last disloyal 
Congress we will promptly repeal, as 
soon as we can send some loyal men 
to fill their disgraced seats. All the 
illegal deeds of the present Adminis- 
tration we will wipe out, so far as a 
return to Constitutiunal legislation can 
repair the mischief. The negroes we 
have stolen, or induced to run away, 
we will send back to their once happy 
homes and rightful masters. What- 
ever has been done contrary to the 
Constitution and laws must be undone, 
But there shall never be any destruc- 
tion of this Union—neither on the 
ground of secession nor abolition. Let 
the multitude of Union men in the 
South, who have been frightened and 
silenced by the horrible din and tyran- 
ny of war, patiently trust that the 
true loyal people, the real friends of 
the Union, in the North, will yet work 
out these results, and bring the Gov- 
ernment back to its old Constitutional 
foundations, from which it has been 
dragged by the Abolition party now 
in power. Let this be the hope and 
the programme of the real loyal peo- 
ple of both the North and the South. 
To this end, let the people of every 
section pray and work without ceas- 
ing, until the hated mother and daugh- 
ter of rebellion—Abolition and Seces- 
sion—are both dead and buried toge- 
ther in a common grave. Then our 
lost peace and prosperity will be res- 
tored, Then and not till then. 
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RIGHTS THAT ARE OLDER THAN THE CONSTITUTION. 


ee 


Aut the numbered woes that now af- 
flict our unhappy country proceed from 
a violation of rights, which are not 
only abundantly protected by the Con- 
stitution, but are admitted to be older 
than the Constitution itself. Interfer- 
ence with slavery has breught all this 
death upon our land: not slavery, as is 
strangely affirmed by Mr. Bancroft and 
Mr. Everett, but interference with sla- 
very is the cause of the civil strife. 
Slavery is the cause of the war in no 
other sense than money is the cause of 
theft. It is true that men would not 
steal if there were no money,: just as 
men would not destroy our country 
with an agitation about slavery, if 
there were no slavery. But we donot 
propose to abolish money or property 
because bad men will steal it. The 
Constitution of our country recognizes 
slaves as money or property. It taxes 
them as such, and in many ways throws 
the protection of the laws over the in- 
stitution. We committed as grave an 
offense against the Constitution and 
laws of the land, when we attempted 
to disturb our southern fellow-citizéns 
in the safe and peaceable possession of 
their property in slaves, as they would 
have committed had they attempted to 
disturb us in our peaceful rights of 
houses and lands. We may quarrel 
with our Constitution, and fight our 
laws—we may say that the one is a 
“covenant with death,” and the other 
an “ agreement with hell, but all this 
raving does not alter the Constitution- 
al right of States to establish or retain 
slavery according to their own sove- 
reign will. 

It is by the sovereign State will that 
slavery has been abolished in the 
North. It is by the same sovereign 


State power that it has been retained 
in the South. Our right to abolish, and 
theirs to retain, springs from acommon 
fountain of rights, which cannot be 
violated without destroying the Con- 
stitutional foundations of the Union. 
If we destroy these rights of property 
in slaves, the whole grand structure 
of Constitutional laws that protects our 
right of property comes to the ground, 
We cannot beat down that half of the 
temple of laws which protects their 
heads, and. leave standing that half 
which shelters our own. Were we to 
attempt such a thing, we should im- 
part asacred justice to revolution— 
nay, we should make non-revolution a 
crime against liberty and right. 

Possibly we may dislike slavery. 
But that is our own private affair. The 
Government was not founded for the 
benefit of our personal likes or dislikes. 
Other States approve of it as much as 
we condemn it; and the Constitution 
extends an equal protection over all, 
We have no mote right to punish them 
for approving, than they have to pun- 
ish us for disapproving it. The Fede- 
ral Government has no more right to 
confiscate slave property in some 
States, than it has to confiscate church 
property in other States. Our hatred 
of slavery does not invalidate one of 
its claims to all the protection guaran- 
teed to it in the Constitution and laws 
of the country. On this subject there 
can be no grounds for dispute among 
honorable and intelligent men. The 
Constitution does not leave us in doubt. 

Article I., section second of the Con- 
stitution recognizes slaves as persons 
to be represented by their masters, 
and as property to be taxed. 

Article L, section 8th, authorizes 
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, Congress to suppress insurrection ; 
which clause was intended, says Chief 
Justice Story, as a protection to the 
slave States. Article 1, section 9th, 
prohibited Congress from suppressing 
the slave-trade prior to 1808, and gave 
Congress power to impose a tax or 
duty upon each slave imported before 
that time. 

Article IV., section 2d, compels the 
States to give up, on claim, fugitive 
slaves to their owners. 

Article IV., section 4th, again makes 
it the duty of the Federal Government 
to protect any State applying to it for 
aid “against domestic violence.” 

Here are no less than five sections 
of the Constitution which recognize, 
and give protection to, slavery. Not- 
withstanding this, a madman by the 
name of Pomeroy, of Kansas, recently 
declared, in his place on the floor of 
Congress, that he “did not believe that 
any slaves were held by any right or 
any law.” 

If this man (Pomeroy) were'the only 
madman in this North of ours, we 
should not now be in war with our sis- 
ter States. It is because we had mil- 
lions of Pomeroys. who have been 
fighting the Constitution and laws of 
the Republic that we are now perish- 
ing by civil war. 

Millions of our Northern people 
have been so misled on this subject of 
slavery, that they are entirely blind 
as to the rights of the slave-holding 
States. We everywhere hear them 
talking of what they are going to do 
about slavery; as though it were 
in their power to do anything about 
it, without a violation of law, and of 
the sacred rights of sister States. 

Slavery is a matter over which the 
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non-slaveholding States have no con- 
trol, and with which they have, legal- 
ly, nothing to do, except to obey the 
laws and respect the Constitutional 
rights of the States. Those rights ex- 
ist, not merely under the Constitution, 
but over it. 

They existed before the Union was 
formed ; and, im the Articles of Confe- 
deration, no iota of those rights was 
relinquished. The Constitution was 
sanctioned by them, rather than they 
by the Constitution. Had not that in- 
strument admitted the sovereignty of 
those rights, the Union would never 
have been formed. 

The act of Union bowed in defer- 
ence to rights, older in their date than 
any of which the Constitution of the 
confederacy can boast. 

These original and unrelinquished 
rights are out of the lawful reach of 
of the Federal Government. Its office 
and sworn duty is to protect them. 

If the confederacy -should crumble 
to pieces, if the Constitution were to 
pass away, those rights would remain 
unshaken—would exist while those 
States exist—whatever should become 
of the Confederacy. Instead of losing 
any of their high sovereign power, on 
the subject referred to, that power was 
expressly reserved, both in the Arti- 
cles of Confederation and in the Con- 
stitution of the United States; and the 
non-slaveholding States not only ad- 
mitted and sanctioned it, but bound 
themselves to return fugitive slaves to 
the South? On this question of slavery, 
those States are just what they were 
before they entered into the Union— 
sovereign and independent. And the 
non-slaveholding States are, in refer- 
ence to the same question, what they 
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were before that compact—forcign 
communitics. South Carolina and Vir- 
ginia had no more connection with us 
on the subject of slavery, than had 
Russia or Great Britain; we had no 
more right to interfere with her domes- 
tic legislation on the subject of slavery, 
than we had with the internal affairs 
of those kingdoms. Nor is the South 
under any greater obligation than 

_these nations would be to submit to 
such interference, without vindicating 
her rights, and punishing those who 
dare to disturb her tranquility. 

‘If the Northern States violate these 
rights, or permit their citizens to do 
so, they not only break the compact, 
but make it the duty of the injured 
States to defend themselves, as a free 
people should, from a violation of their 
sovereignty. 
ed into the Union with our eyes open. 
We knew that the compact was sub- 
ject to this reservation, We pledged 
ourselves to observe it. 

Everything sacred to us as patriots, 
as Americans, and as men, stands 
pledged for our honorable adherence 
to the faith then plighted. 


Not only by our solemn compact, but 
by the laws which govern the conduct 
of all civilized nations, are we bound, 
at once and forever, to cease all war- 
fare upon the slave institutions of the 
Southern States. Vattel, in his Law 
of Nations, says : 


«The sovereign who refuses to cause a re- 

tion to be made of the damage caused 

y his subject, or to punish the guilty, or, in 

short, to deliver him up, renders himselt in 

some measure an accomphce in the injury, 
and becomes responsible for 1t.” 


We do not hesitate to say, that the 
South would be justified in resisting 
any and every advance of Abolition- 


We of the North enter- . 
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ism upon the domain of her rights, if 
the General Government had even fail- 
ed to defend and protect those rights. 
The first moment that Abolitionism had 
rendered life and property, in those 
States, insecure, and the General Gov- 
ernment had failed in its duty to them, 
their right to seize the sword, and re- 
sist Abolitionism and the whole world 
in defense of their laws, stands un- 
questioned and unquestionable. 

But here is the weak point of the 
South in its present armed attitude ; 
for although there had for years exist- 
ed in the North organized bands against 
her rights, which urged an incessant 
guerilla warfare upon her institutions 
and her peace, yet the Federal Govern- 
ment had never proved faithless to her. 
Though every northern State, except 
New Jersey, had trampled the Consti- 
tution and laws of the Union under 
their feet, in violation of the rights of 
those States, still the Federal Govern- 
ment had remained firm and faithful in 
the defense of those rights. Itis true 
that a sectional party—a party of one 
idea, and that of hostility to them—had 
obtained control of the Government. 
It is true that this party, after its tri 
umph, declared that, to use Mr. Sew- 
ard’s words, “this is the beginning of 
the end of slavery.” But stillit was a 
fangless serpent until the South with- 
drew from the national legislature, and 
left the patriotic friends of the Consti- 
tution and the laws in the North, for 
the time, powerless to resist the mad 
whirlwind of fanaticism and sedition. 

Had the South remained true to the 
Union, she wonld have seen with what 
determined will the friends of the Con- 
stitution would have beaten back the 
advancing column of the seditionists, 
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Then, not one of all the fiery rabble of 
abolitionists which Mr. Lincoln has ele- 
vated to places of honor and power, 
would have been confirmed in their seats 
by the Senate. Then Mr. Lincoln and 
his Cabinet in Washington would have 
been no better off than prisoners who 
are allowed “ the liberty of the yard.” 
And, even now, let those deluded, 
wandering States return to their old 
seats in the Union, and help the friends 
of the constitution in the North to restore 
liberty and law to an afflicted country, 
and they will find that their rights and 
property will still be safe under the 
ample protection of the glorious old con- 
stitution which we received from our 
patriotic forefathers. The enemies of 
the constitutional rights of the South, 
have proved that they are also the ene- 
mies of freedom in the North and every- 
where. The true friends of the Union 


begin to realize that they have on their 
hands the business of putting down not 
only rebellion, but usurpation as well. 
They have to see to it, not only that the 
laws are restored in the South, but in 


the North also. If the South has a Davis 
and a Yancey, the North has a Seward 
and a Sumner. All these men and their 
fiery partizans are the common foes of 
the constitution and the Union. If the 
laws have been resisted by the power 
of the sword in the South, so have they 
been suspended by the same kind of 
power in the North. If the people of the 
South have been impoverished, impris- 
oned, and slaughtered, so have we of the 
North also. The curse that has fallen 
upon our country has descended upon 
all and every part of it. If the mourners 
go about the streets in every Southern 
city, so do they in every Northern city. 
If poverty, and want, and anguish, and 
death are there, so are they here. For 
every Southern heart we break, a North- 
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ern heart is broken too. If we have 
made their hills red with their blood, 
their valleys are also red with our own. 
The business we are carrying on is, “an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 
So it stands. O that some angel of wis- 
dom would descend upon the deluded 
people of the South, and put it into their 
hearts to lay down their arms, and re- 
turn to their places in the Union! By 
so doing, they will not only save them- 
selves, but us. We cannot go on to crush 
them, without crushing ourselves also. 
Commerce, trade, and every artery of 
prosperity have made us one body; and 
whatever crushes the life out of them, 
crushes it out of us as well. The shal- 
low demagogues at Washington do not 
comprehend. this, for they are mad; but 
the people are beginning to Feet it ina 
hundred oppressive ways. Though the 
demagogues succeeded, for a time, in 
completely abolishing their reason, yet 
they could not abolish their five hungry 
senses, and these are now already be- 
ginning to preach, and argue, and de- 
mand, in a fashion that must be heard 
by-and-by. 

Another thing the people are begin 
ning to understand is, that peace and 
prosperity can never be restored to this 
Union until abolitionism is effectually 
silenced. That is the first foe to con 
quer. Get that fiend under hatches, and 
we shall be rid of that other rebellion in 
no time. Kill the mother, and the suck- 
ing cub must die. If there had been no 
abolitionism, there would have been no 
rebellion: that is what the people are 
beginning to understand, which also 
leads them on to comprehend the fact 
that abolitionism, and not slavery, is the 
cause of the war. Slavery was here be- 
fore our constitution. The constitution 
was formed as much for its protection, 
as for the protection of any other kind 
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of property. The abolitionists under- 
stood this well enough, and, therefore, 
they boldly denounced the constitution 
as a “covenant of death.” 
that slavery existed under the solemn 
sanction of the laws. But abolitionism, 
so far from enjoying such high sanction, 
is an organized warfare against the con- 
stitution and laws. It was a sedition 
and a rebellion from the beginning. It 
is the cause of all our woes: it is the 
first devil that must be caught and chain- 
ed, preparatory to a return of peace and 


They knew 


THE BATTLES OF THE MONTH. 


prosperity to this suffering and blood- 
stained land. 

To the God who judges all men we 
appeal, when we declare that there is 
one prayer burning in our heart day and 
night, that the rebellion may be forever 
ended and our beloved Union restored 
to its old foundations; and to that end 
we direct our best and holiest powers 
to the destruction of the lawless and 
bloody fiend Abolitionism, which is the 
fountain-head of all the rebellious crime 
in our land! 





THE WAR POWER. 


A new phrase has lately appeared in 
this country, very much as Satan’s face 
first appeared in Paradise.—It is; “ the 
war power,” as something above the 
Constitution, which is declared to be 
“the supreme law of the land.” It is a 
new doctrine in America. It was one 
of the reasons which our fathers gave 
for rebelling against the King of Eng- 
land, that “ he has affected to render 
the military independent of, and supe- 
rior to, the civil power.” The Provin- 
cial Congress of Massachusetts, writing 
to the Continental Congress, May, 1775, 
said: “As the sword in all free States 
should be subservient to the civil pow- 
ers, we tremble at having an army, al- 
though consisting of our own country. 
men, established here, without a civil 
power to provide for and control them.” 
This was uttered while we were in the 
midst of the Revolutionary war. As 
soon as the colony framed a Constitu. 
tion, it declared: “ The military power 
shall always be held in exact subordina- 
tion to the civil authority, and be gov. 
erned by it.” 

The Constitution of New York de. 
clares that “ No authority shall, on any 
pretence whatever, be exercised over the 
people of this State, but such as shall 
be derived from and granted by them.” 

The Constitution of New Jersey says: 
“ The military shall be in strict subor- 
dination to the civil power.” 


The Constitution of Pennsylvania 


says: The military shall, in all cases 
and at all times, be in strict subordina- 
tion to the civil power.” The Constitu- 
tion of every State in the Union is si- 
milar. The idea of @ war power that is 
above the powers of ordinary legisla- 
tion—that is able to revoke or suspend 
existing constitutional law—is not only 


foreign to the genius of our govern- 
ment, but is positively denied by ex- 
press constitutional enactment. 

What is now by ignorant or design- 
ing people called the war power, or 
military law, is simply the absence of 
all law, and rests upon the same moral 
basis, as what is called Lynch law, or 
mob law. They depend upon the same 
arbitrary usurpation of power, in oppo- 
sition to Constitution and statute. It 
depends solely upon the will or caprice 
of the party by whom it is proclaimed 
and enforced. Until Mr. Lincoln’s elec- 
tion, no man imagined that it was ever 
to be put in force outside of the milita- 
ry camp; nor was it supposed that it 
would ever be used even there, in vio- 
lation of the express guarantees of the 
Constitution, It is well known that 
Washington, although the land was full 
of traitors to our revolutionary cause, 
totally ignored the idea of such a war 
power as Lincoln claims to wield. . In 
1792, Lord Loughborough said: “ Mar- 
tial law, such as described by Hale or 
Blackstone, does net exist in England 
at all, but for a century has been totaily 
exploded, as contrary to the Constitu- 
tion.” Lincoln’s “war power” is a 
kind of tyranny which no king of Eng- 
land has dared to exercise since James 
II., and he was driven from his throne 
by the British people, for attempting it. 
In no free government is such a power 
allowed the executive. Sir Wm. Black- 
stone, the great commentator on Eng- 
lish law, said: “But the happiness of 
our Constitution is, that it is not left to 
the executive power to determine, when 
the dangers of state are so great.’ 

Speaking on this same subject, Daniel 
Webster exclaimed: “ No, sir, no sir! 
our security at all times, in war or in 
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peace, is in our watchfulness of execn- 
tive power. Sir, I will never trust ex- 
ecutive power vested in a single magis- 
trate to keep the vigils of liberty.” 
Nor does the Constitution of our 
country so trust him, for it has withheld 
all such power from his lawful grasp. 
The Constitution has not neglected to 
define the crime which is committed by 
any citizen, not excepting the execu- 
tive, or military commander, who sup- 
presses the civil authority, and destroys 
the Constitution by the power of the 
bayonet. Such an act is treason. It 
comes completely within the spirit of 
the definition of treason, as given in 
the Constitution. And the executive or 
military commander who makes this 
war upon the Constitution and laws of 
his country, will owe it to the clemency 
of the country, and not to a want of 
law, if he does not meet a traitor’s 
doom and a felon’s death. Such a deed 
is not only in effect, but is literally 
“ levying war against the United States.” 
The legal existence of our country is 
in its Constitution and laws. To de- 
stroy these by the force of the army and 
navy, is clearly to make war upon the 
republic. The President has no such 
power. He has nu power, express or 
implied, to suspend or to make laws, 
He has no more right to arrest John 
Doe without due process of law, than 
John Doe has to arrest the President 
without law. The executive has no ju- 
dicial functions whatever. Neither he 
nor his secretaries can order arrests, 
except through the judiciary, without 
being guilty of a usurpation, which 
ought to cause their impeachment and 
expulsion from office. This is as true 
in times of war, as in times of peace. 
The Constitution is at all times the su- 
preme law. The President has no pow- 
ers intrusted to him not granted by the 


THE WAR POWER. 


Constitution and the laws; and how 
can it be said that he can, at his will, 
violate a fundamental law of the Con- 
stitution? Even Congress, the law- 
making power of the Republic, is cau- 
tiously limited in its powers by the 
Constitution. It cannot pass a bill of 
attainder, nor an ex post factolaw. It 
cannot confiscate the property of trai- 
tors for a longer period than the life- 
time of the party attainted, when the 
forfeited property reverts to his heirs. 
This is the law at all times. There is 
no such thing as a war power known to 
this country, except the Constitution 
and the laws. Constitutional Law is 
the war power in America. True, Mr, 
Lincoln says otherwise. But Mr. Lin- 
coln’s opinions are not entitled to the 
slightest respect in this matter. Mr. 


- Lincoln solemnly declared in a message 


to Congress, that the Union is older 
than the States which made it—that is 
the son is older than the father who be- 
gat him—a declaration which caused a 
smile of derision on the face of the 
whole civilized world. Some of the 
gravest of the European journals as 
sumed from it, that the President of the 
United States was actually insane. 
Such, indeed, would be a charitable 
conclusion. But the fact that his cabi- 
net and his abolition party all agree in 
the monstrous usurpation, is proof that 
there is a deep laid purpose of overri- 
ding the Constitution and laws of the 
country. This is, indeed, the verdict of 
the last elections. Those elections pro- 
nounce no word of censure upon any 
constitutional act which the President 
has done, or can do, to enforce the 
Jaws. The condemnation is upon 
the warfare which has been waged, by 
the party in power, upon the liberty of 
white men, and upon the supreme laws 
of the land. 





‘HOW TO HAVE AN HONORABLE PEACE, AND WHAT IS IN 
THE WAY OF IT. 


Tue following article on the means 
for obtaining an honorable and last- 
ing peace, we copy from the editorial 
columns of the DaiLy ADVERTISER, a 
Republican paper of long-standing 
reputation, published in Portland, 
Maine. The source from which this 
remarkable article comes, renders it 
worthy of the widest publication: 


“Put what is the way of peace ?— 
We answer, the whole abolition party 
is opposed to it, lest, in the restora- 
tion of peace and the restoration of 
the Union, their favorite one idea of 
the war—the abolition of slavery at 
the South—-would be cefeated. In 
their esteem, the war is a God-send 
if conducted only to that end, cost 
what it may in life and treasure. 

Then there are tens of thousands 
of Government contractors of all 
geades, and their dependents of all 
grades, who cry out constantly, “war” 
—no peace, except upon the uncondi-+ 
tional submission of the South. Their 
motive is palpable. With the return 
of peace their vocation and plunder 
would cease, The people are plun- 
dered daily to the amount of fifty per 
cent. of the Government’s daily ex- 
penditures—not in each transaction, 
but in the average. With these war- 
dogs, the bankruptcy of the Govern- 
ment is of little concern, for repudia- 
tion, by and by, can settle that na- 
tional disgrace by recourse to a greater 
one. 

Then there are thousands of officers 
in the army and navy, whose cry is 


like the others—war, war, or eternal 
submission of the South! For witha 
return of peace their vocation, too, 
would be gone. The large pay and 
perquisites—daily rations for them- 
selves, and horses, and servants, which 
are never in the service, would stop.— 
Their grasping hands would then be 
withdrawn from the treasury. They, 
with one voice, are ready to shout, 
* shame,” * treason,” sympathy with 
the rebels,” to any suggestion of a 
measure looking to a return of peace 
between the North and South. 

Then comes the host of plunder and 
office-seeking politicians of all grades, 
each crying out war, war, (yet each is 
careful not to go into it with his own 
person; for this, they imagine, is the 
only popular and recognized cry of 
patriotism, and t> stem any torrent of 
misled popular feeling would be death 
to their own selfish hopes. 


All these and other influences are 
combined, without actually conspiring 
to suppress any sentiment looking to 
measures of peace. And every moth- 
er’s son of them will be ready to cry 
of us, “crucify him, crucify him,” be- 
cause we dare here now, at this day, 
to tell them and the people, one and 
all, the longer you delay a demand for 
peaceful measures at the hands of your 
rulers, the worse off you will be in 
purse, in credit, in lives, in future 
prosperity, and in every interest that 
makes up a great nation, and still, in 
the end, you will come to a conference 
of peace! 
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But, says a bragging war-spirit, 
who has nothing to lose, nothing to 
suffer in, and nothing with which to 
pay the war-debt that the nation is 
contracting—would you compromise 
with the South for the sake: of the 
Union, since you propose peace upon 
no other basis but the Union? 

Compromise? No! It is unknown 
that any compromise is needed, or will 
be required. The first step towards 
a conference, in order to tell what is 
necessary, has not been taken. We 


want that first step taken. If the South 
will be content to take the Constitu- 
tion as it is, and with such needful 
guarantees added that it shall be for- 
ever observed in all its parts, as i¢ is, 
who would prefer a continuance of 
the war to such a strengthening of 


the Constitution as it is, for the benefit 
of the South, even? He cannot be a 
patriot, nor have a patriot heart 
within him, who would thus choose. 


The evidence is indisputable, that if 


HOW TO HAVE AN HONORABLE PEACE, 


the Crittenden propusitions had been 
acceded to seasonably, no war would 
have ensued. They were rejected 
without any other justification than a 
belief that the South would not dare 
go to war, although no propositions 
for peace should be acceded to by the 
North. It is this Congressional blun- 


‘der that has sunk ¢o much treasures 


and opened so many fresh graves in 
our land; and with no pre-eminent 
glory, in the aggregate, achieved yet 
by either side over the other. Let 
the North invite peace, in no spirit of 
humility or terms of dishonor, and 
peace will come. At all events, why 
continue in ignorance of what will be 
required to restore peace, when a 
conference between the hostile inter- 
ests, of no greater dignity to either 
than the conferences they entertain 
daily on other subjects, will disclose 
the great problem of the future fate 
of our country and nation ?” 





OMINIUM. 


The Administration painted. 
The following life-like picture of the adminis- 


tration is copied from a pamphlet lately pub- 
lished in this city, and was reproduced in the 
columns of the Tribune. It is such a capital 
likeness, that the editor of the Z’ribune could 
not fail to admire it. 

« Within the last two years, this Government 
has suffered a grievous change, a most disastrous 
and humiliating eclipse. It has become a filthy 
hybrid; a monster, smeared with the bloody 
sacrifice of its own children ; a detestable com- 
pound of crimes and vices ; a despotism which 
cannot fitly be described in decorous language: 
“the sum of all villainies ;” “a league with 
hell and a covenant with death. 

“Th administration is ignorant, conceited and 
vulga® ; cunning, insincere, and unscrupulous ; 
fierce,T sanguinary, and cruel ; fall of all subtlety 

nd all mischief; of all hypocrisy and deceit. 
® is without truth or honesty, without manliness 
It decency. Its avarice is insatiable; its corrup- 
oron unbounded. For gain it will do anything, 
tiowever infamous, oppressive and wasteful, and 
ht does not scruple to barter the whole country 
ior profit. It isa bully, a braggart and a cow- 

ard; it domineers by terror over weakness ; it 
fshrinks from truth and daylight; it deals in 
pimps, spies and informers, and fears an enemy 
in every shadow.. With bands of armed men it 
strikes down the liberty of the citizen at the 
dead of night, when he is surprised, solitary and 
defenceless; wages war on women and young 
children. It is barbarous and wanton, for it 
desolates peaceful and inoffensive lands with fire 
and flood; it destroys cities, towns, villages, and 
solitary dwellings; it plunders wherever its 
emissaries prowl, destroying what cannot be 
taken away. It does notsparethesacred monu- 
ments of art, science and literature; respects not 
the grave; has no pity for the shrieks and en- 
treaties of helplessness and purity, and the in- 
struments of its crimes are only less detestable 
than the crimes themselves, and the criminals 

In everything, and in the most stupendous pro- 
portions is this administration abominable ; the 
stench thereof rises towards heaven as the stench 
of Sodom and Gomorrah.” 


George Washington a Copperhead. 

The friends of the bomen as Btn. and * 
who are opposed to usurpation and contempt 0! 
the ‘emate now called « Copperheads.” The 
following language of George Washington proves 
him to have been just such a Copperhead: “To- 
wards the preservation of your government and 
the permanency of your present happy state it 
1s requisite not only that you steadily discoun- 
tenance irregular opposition to its acknowledged 
authority, but also that you resist with care the 
spirit of innovation upon its principles, however 
specious the pretext” 


General Jackson a Copperhead. 

All who believe that war will not restore the 
Union are also hissed at by the Blacksnakes as 
Copperheads. General Jackson was just such 
a Copperhead, for in his farewell address to the 
American people, in March, 1837, he said: 
“If such a struggle is ever begun, and the citi- 
zens ot one section of the country are arrayed in 
arms against those of another in doubtful con- 
flict, let the battle result as it may, there will be 
an end to the Union, and with it an end of the 
hopes of freemen. The victory of the victor? 
would not secure to them the blessings of 
liberty. It would avenge their wrongs, butthey 
would themselves share in the common ruin.” 


Jefferson a Copperhead. 

All who now oppose the opinions of the Ad- 
ministration are calied traitors, and all who 
know enough to distinguish between govern- 
ment and the illegal acts of government are 
called Copperheads. Just such a Copperhead 
was Jefferson, for he declared that “ ‘l'reason, 
when real, merits the highest punishment. But 
codes extend definitions of treason to acts not 
really against one’s country. They do not dis- 
tinguish between acts against the government 
and acts against the oppressions of the govern- 
ment : the latter are virtues, yet have furnished 
more victims to the executioner than the former, 
because real treasons are rare--eppressions fre- 
quent. The unsuccessful strugglers against 
tyranny have been the chief martyrs of treason’? 
laws in all countries.” . 


The Scandalmonger of the Post. 

Park Godwin, the scandalizing and lying editor 
of the Evening Post, calls Ex-Governor Seymour, 
and the Hon. Mr. Pendleton, of Ohio, “ insigniti- 
cant persons.” With such a man as Godwin, none 
are significant persons but such abolition thieves 
and assassins as vld John Brown, or such 
charmers as Miss Anna Dickinson, who pro- 
nounces Beecher and Godwin men of “ ravishing 
eloquence.” 


Lincoln’s Dog.as Prophet. 

John W. Forney, who is now the dog—the 
“ dirty dog”—of the Lincoln Administration, in 
a speech made at Lancaster in other days, be 
fore he was quite the dog he is now, uttered the 
following language : 

“ Have we a conscript law that tears the hus- 
bandman from his plow, the father from his 


family, the son from his widowed mother, to go 
forth and act as gladiators for the amusement 
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of a few ambitious kings? Have we a gang of 
hired tax-gatherers to drain the substance of 
the people? Is our President an Attilla or a 
Caligula? Is our Senate a Council of ‘en? is 
our House of Representatives a body of tyrants, 

armed with power to ravish and destroy? Se- 
eret usurpation against such wrongs would be 
o—- ifiable and right, for we are taught the great 
esson that ‘ resistance to tyrants, is obedience to 
God!’” 

To all of these inflammatory questions we an- 
swer yes / yEs! YES! 

We have a conscript law that tears the hus- 
bandman from his plow, the father from hi® 
family, to go forth to act as gladiators. 

We have a gang of hired tax-gatherers, to 
drain the substance of the people. 

Our President is an Attila or a Caligula. 

O .r Senate és a Council of Ten. 

Our House of Representatives is a body of ty- 
tants, armed with power to ravish and destroy 

The “dog” said well. 


Liberty of the Press. - 

Junius says that, “ The liberty of the press is 
the palladium of all the civil, political, and re ree 
ligious rights of an Englishman.” 

Once it was so of an American; and it must 
be so again, even if the liberty is regained over 
the dead carcases of the usurpers and tyrants 
who have stricken it down. 


MERRY SOLDIERS THREE. 


O we be merry soldiers three, 
All dirty and ragged and fanny, 
Lately come from the South country, 
“ With never a penny of money !” 


Come, good fellow, we'll drink to thee, 
All dirty and ragged and funny 

And to all good fellows, wherever they be, 
“ With never a penny of money !” 


We served Abe Lincoln faithfal and well, 
All dirty and ragged and funny: 

Contractors are rich, as we have heard tell, 
“ But we've never a penny of money!” 


Our company once was strong eighty-three, 
All dirty and ragged and funny ; 

We left them behind, all dead but us three, 
“ With never a penny of money !” 


Here’s to our comrades, hearty and brave, 
All dirty and ragged and funny; 

Long.may our flag and their memory “ wave," 
“ Tho’ we’ve never a penny of money !” 





NOTE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. 


Tis number of Tue Oty Guarp has already been delayed two weeks for 
a fine steel engraving of Ex-Governor Tuomas H. Seymour, which was designed 
to accompany it; but by an unforeseen accident, the engraving cannot be com- 
pleted for this number without deferring its publication still longer. So we are 
obliged, therefore, to go to press without the engraving. ‘It will appear in 
another number. Our artist also has in hand Judge Woopwarp, the Democratic 
nominee for Governor in Pennsylvania. 
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